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FETAL SURGERY: PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE

In this seminary, we will discuss about the main actual indications for in utero fetal surgeries as well as
the main risks, complications and limitations. Based on the actual limitations, we will discuss possible
future research and investigations. The following procedures will be discussed in details including
fetoscopic laser ablation for complicated monochorionic multiple pregnancies, fetal endoscopic tracheal
occlusion for congenital diaphragmatic hernia, open and fetoscopic repair of spina bifida, and fetal
cystoscopy for lower urinary tract obstructions. We will discuss the main risks related to fetal surgeries
including preterm delivery and premature rupture of the membranes. Present and future research to
prevent those risks will be discussed. In addition, we will discuss future avenues and investigations on
fetal regenerative medicine, genetic therapy and innovative therapeutic approaches
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